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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) fundamental socio-economic condition (2) rubber
production condition (3) problems and suggestions (4) guidelines for the extension and development of
farmers in Mueangnan District, Nan province. Research population was a number of 2,562 farmers
registered as rubber growers. By simple random sampling, 190 farmers were selected to be the sample
group. Data was collected by interview and analyzed by computer program. Statistics used in data
analysis were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation and
ranking. Findings from the study were as follows: (1) Most of the farmers were male and finished primary
school. Their average age was 52.59 years. Their average number of family member was 3.94 persons,
while the average labor was 2.25 persons. The average income from agricultural sector was 97,671.98
baht/year while the average income from non-agricultural sector was 72,326.32 baht/year. The average of
total income was 169,468.94 baht/year. Their average total expenditure was 82,547.37 baht/year. Their
average total debt was 208,340.74 baht/year. Their average owned occupied area was 12.75 rai (1 rai =
1,600 m?). The average area for planting rubber was 8.90 rai (1 rai = 1,600 m?). The average age of rubber
tree was 7.74 years. (2) Rubber plantation was on plain and foot hill. RRIM 600 variety was planted. Soil
preparation was done by turning over soil. Planting distance: 3 x 7 m. and 4 x 6 m. Both rock phosphate
and organic fertilizer were applied at the bottom of the planting hole prior to planting. They did not use
Intercropping. Organic and chemical fertilizers were applied. Pruning took place in the first 1-3 years.
Disease outbreak and insects were found at low level. Tapping started at the average age of rubber tree,
6.64 years by tapping half of the tree for 2 days and stop for 1 day during 02.00-06.00 am. It was mostly
produced in cup lump. The average yield was 320.68 kg/rai. They would like to form up production and
rubber processing group, wishing to sell products to local collectors through forming the groups, bidding
and have a price check before selling. Hopefully, they would receive money once the selling completed.
(3) Problems encountered included rubber price, water in dry season. Therefore, it was suggested the
government to in charge of price or support production factor, price gsuarantee and training that places an
emphasis on demonstration including onsite practice.(d) Farmers needed knowledge regarding
improvement of latex, product processing by official staff, printed media, electronic media, extension
methods in practiceand demonstration. Suggestions from the study: (1) promote additional activity in
rubber plantation so as to increase revenue for the farmers and (2) transfer knowledge by using brochure,

manual, posters, electronic media and how to practice.

Keywords: Rubber, Extension, Development and production
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